
 

Dexter City Update 

City E-Mail Update 
Interested in timely Dexter News?   

Sign up for the email list by emailing the City Manager at CNicholls@DexterMI.gov 

Inside This 
Issue 

Pedestrian Safety 1 

Easter 

Eggstravaganza 
2 

Exercising Water 

Shut-Off Valves 
4 

Central Street 

Streetscape 

Project 

4 

Coal Tar Ban 4 

Water Tower Work 5 

Call for Artists and 

Entries 
5 

Possible Refuse 

and Recycling 

Changes 

5 

ACH Form 7 

Facilities 

Worksession 
8 

Volume , Issue Winter 2019 

Pedestrian Safety 

Recently the topic of pedestrian safety has 

gotten increasing coverage in the local print, 

online newspapers and on social media 

platforms. The following is a message from 

Mayor Keough, on behalf of the City, on this 

topic. 

 

The City of Dexter (and formerly the Village of 

Dexter) takes pride in being a walkable, 

accessible community and we have worked 

hard over the past 20 years to make the town 

safe and pedestrian friendly for all users.  The 

downtown streetscape in the late 1990's, was 

the first example of a project aimed at 

improving pedestrian safety.  Over the years 

since the streetscape, we have expanded 

our focus to enhance the crosswalks by 

making them more visible, creating shorter 

crossing distances, adding advanced 

signage at designated school crossings, and 

adding lighting. We have also made the crosswalks ADA compliant.  We 

continue to look for ways to enhance pedestrian safety in the community.   For 

example, in 2014 we worked cooperatively with the schools to add the crosswalk 

island on Baker to minimize the number of lanes pedestrians have to cross. We 

have also added sidewalk to our “grid” to enhance connectivity. 

 

Dexter Community Schools (DCS) recently engaged a consultant to evaluate 

installing Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) at 4 crosswalk locations 

(Baker Road between Creekside and Bates, Ann Arbor Street at Kensington and 

two locations on Dan Hoey) within the City.  The first draft of this report was 

submitted to the City in July 2018 for an initial review.   The City's engineering 

consultant and City representatives reviewed the draft and submitted questions 

and feedback to DCS. A second draft was submitted to the City in late October 

2018. After another review of the draft and a conference call, the City  asked for 

some back up documentation that was referenced in the report.   City and DCS 

representatives have met twice in 2019, most recently on February 12th to discuss 

the final version of the report.  

 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Pedestrian Safety (Continued from Page 1) 

One question that the City has been asked is: “why can’t the City just put in the RRFB’s?” This is because there 

is a process that needs to be followed whenever traffic control devices, signs or pavement markings are 

installed or changed.  The City follows the rules of the Michigan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. The 

latest version of that document is from the year 2009 and there is very little guidance information on 

Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons in that document.   The State of Michigan issued a document titled 

“Guidance for Installation of Pedestrian Crosswalks” in July 2014.  This is the document that the City’s 

engineers have been using to evaluate the drafts of the report. City engineers have also contacted the City 

of Ann Arbor and the Washtenaw County Road Commission to learn more about the methods they use to 

evaluate these requests. City Council received and reviewed the final draft of the Schools’ report, along with 

information from the City engineer at their February 25, 2019 meeting.  

 

Moving forward, the City will be working on adopting standards for crosswalks, developing a student walking 

map in partnership with the Schools, and working towards a summer 2019 project that will improve pedestrian 

safety. Safety items under consideration for this project include the installation of rapid flashing beacons, the 

addition of sidewalk along one side of Forest, standardization of signage and pavement markings, and 

upgrades to lighting. 

 

Installation of Grand Street RRFB 

Another question we have received is regarding the new RRFB that was recently installed near the 

intersection of Grand and Baker, which became active in mid-December 2018.  The beacon was provided as 

a public benefit during the City Planning Commission approval and City Council approval of the new 

Grandview Commons project in 2016.  That project was approved by means of a Planned Unit Development 

process, which is available in the City’s ordinance as an approval process for projects that don’t fit the zoning 

perfectly.  One requirement of using the PUD process is that the new development has to provide public 

benefits.  For this project, the RRFB was one benefit incorporated into the project to help improve the existing 

crosswalk that spans 3 lanes of Baker Road traffic.   A second public benefit to be provided by this project is a 

shared use non-motorized path from Grand Street that will connect to a future non-motorized path that we 

are calling Phase 2 of the Mill Creek Park project.  This project is still in the planning/early design stage. 

 

The City’s engineers believed that the installation of a RRFB near the intersection of Grand and Baker was a 

good location for a RRFB because it helped pedestrians cross 3 lanes of traffic in the vicinity of an awkwardly 

shaped intersection.   It was installed for all users and the City has been trying to promote and educate our 

residents and the community about the proper care, caution and use that should occur when using this new 

crosswalk treatment.  (Continued on Page 3) 

Easter Eggstravaganza 

The City of Dexter is proud to host the 9th Annual Easter Eggstravaganza 

on Saturday, April 20th! Come for a fun-filled family experience with egg 

scrambles, pictures with the Easter Bunny, and face painting! The event 

will be held at Community Park (3575 Ryan Dr.). The Easter Bunny will be 

at the Park from 10 – 11am, and the Easter egg scrambles will begin 

promptly at 10:30am. 

Advance tickets are $2 per child or $4 for two or more children. Tickets at the event will be $3 per child or $5 

for two or more children. To purchase advance tickets, please visit Dexter City Hall at 8123 Main St., Second 

Floor of the PNC bank building. For more information, or to purchase advance tickets, please contact Justin 

Breyer, Assistant to the City Manager/Clerk at 734-580-2234 or by e-mail at JBreyer@dextermi.gov 

mailto:JBreyer@dextermi.gov
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Traffic Laws Regarding RRFBs 

The City has met with the Sheriff Department twice over the past several weeks to discuss our crosswalks and 

the rules regarding “who has the right of way” in a crosswalk.   Our pedestrian system needs to be compliant 

with State law, and we need to follow approved guidelines whenever we implement an improvement to the 

system. 

  

Here is some information regarding crosswalks, driver responsibilities, pedestrian responsibilities and who has 

the right of way that we feel needs to be shared across the community: 

• The Sheriff’s office provided the City with the following information: 

1. Unlike crosswalks at intersections, the State of Michigan has no law related to mid-block 

crosswalks, whether they have a flashing light or not.  What this means is mid-block crosswalks do 

not provide any additional protection to pedestrians from a legal standpoint.    

2. Pedestrians cannot enter the roadway into the path of a vehicle.  If they do, they are not 

automatically protected by state law.   Conversely, if a pedestrian is crossing the road, a driver is 

required not to hit them.  These two points are important to understand because they are based 

upon the notion of who (vehicle or pedestrian) was in the cross walk first.  These two points 

establish “who has the right of way”. 

3. While a yellow light at a signalized intersection means caution, a yellow light (flashing or steady) at 

a mid-block crosswalk is just a flashing light.  In the case of a crosswalk that has an RRFB, what this 

means is that a motor vehicle is not required to stop.     

• Pedestrians need to walk defensively whenever they are approaching or planning to use a crosswalk. 

• Driver behavior is very unpredictable.  It is our hope that through increased education on this topic that 

we will encourage more and more drivers to stop when they see pedestrians waiting to cross the street, 

but pedestrians need to understand that not every driver may stop to let a pedestrian have the right of 

way.   The City and DCS will be working together to help promote safe crossing techniques for all users in 

our community.  

• There may be a misconception in our community that a vehicle has to stop at a RRFB just because the 

lights are flashing.  While a flashing light is intended to provide enhanced driver awareness that a 

pedestrian may be crossing, the input from our Sheriff’s office indicates that the pedestrian should not 

assume that the flashing light requires a vehicle to stop.  This point needs some emphasis across our 

community.  Please talk to your kids about crosswalk safety, and driver and pedestrian responsibility at 

crosswalks.   

• The City has a new RRFB at Grand and Baker.  The RRFB is appropriate at this location because the 

crosswalk is across 3 lanes of traffic.  It doesn’t however guarantee that drivers will stop when it is flashing.  

In the City email update from Friday, December 14, 2018, we issued the following messages: 

1. If you are a pedestrian, please check for traffic before using any crosswalk. Walk defensively and 

make eye contact with the drivers to ensure that they see you (before you cross).  Never assume 

that you are seen or that a motorist will yield.  Don’t leave the curb or go into the path of a vehicle 

which is so close that the driver can’t yield. 

2. Drivers must yield to pedestrians within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is in or near the same half 

of the street as the driver.  Drivers can choose to stop at a crosswalk to allow a pedestrian to cross 

the street, but it is not required regardless of the presence of a beacon.  

 

The topic of pedestrian and student safety has been and continues to be an important topic to this 

community.   We have had excellent community participation at recent City Council meetings.  Everyone has 

had good intentions working through this process and we all share the same goal of trying to make the 

crosswalk locations the safest possible. There will be ongoing communication between the Schools, the City 

and our residents as this process moves forward.  

Pedestrian Safety (Continued from Page 2) 



Exercising Water Shut Off Valves 
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Each developed property in the City has a water 

shut off valve inside of the structure. In a home this 

is typically found in the basement; in a business this 

is typically found in a utility room. The City would 

like to encourage all property owners to exercise 

this valve twice a year to make sure it is in working 

order. This can be done by turning the valve to the 

off position and turning on the water in a nearby 

sink or utility tub to make sure that no water is 

passing through. If the valve is in an older home 

and has not been turned in recent memory, we do 

advise having it turned for the first time by a 

licensed plumber because the valve can become brittle over time and may need repair. 

Having a functioning valve will allow the water to be shut off inside the home or business if a leak occurs, or 

when it is necessary to do maintenance on the plumbing. If the valve is not functioning and a leak occurs, the 

City will come out and turn the water off at the curb stop box (generally located at the property line). While 

the City will respond 24/7, it can take time for the on-call employee to respond after hours. Every minute 

counts when water is leaking to prevent damage to property. 

Central Street Streetscape Project 

This summer, the City will be reconstructing 

Central Street from Third to just west of Fifth 

Street, using a combination of federal funds 

and funds from the City’s road millage. This 

project will continue many of the 

streetscape elements that are present on 

Central from the City limits to Third Street, 

including street lighting, designated parallel 

parking and stamped colored concrete 

crosswalks. There will also be stormwater 

work on sections of Fourth and Fifth Streets. 

Central will be closed to thru traffic during 

the construction. Work is expected to begin 

this summer and last for approximately three 

months. 

In the winter of 2016 the Dexter City Council passed an ordinance banning the use of coal tar based 

pavement sealants. Serious health concerns have been raised from the use of coal tar based sealants. Coal 

tar contains chemicals called polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) which have been identified as a 

probable human carcinogen. Coal tar is often found in sealants used on asphalt driveways and parking lots.  

Those that apply sealant to driveways and parking lots are required to register with the City of Dexter. Anyone 

who applies a coal tar or high-PAH sealant may be subject to up to a $10,000 fine or up to 90 days in jail. To 

access the City’s sealant applicator application, please visit: http://dextermi.gov/sites/dextermi.gov/files/

client_files/forms/Seal_Coat_Applicators_Application_12-21-2016.pdf 

Coal Tar Ban 

http://dextermi.gov/sites/dextermi.gov/files/client_files/forms/Seal_Coat_Applicators_Application_12-21-2016.pdf
http://dextermi.gov/sites/dextermi.gov/files/client_files/forms/Seal_Coat_Applicators_Application_12-21-2016.pdf


Water Tower Work - Temporary Outdoor Watering Ban 

This April the City is planning to do maintenance work on our 500,000 gallon water 

storage tower located in the Dexter Business and Research Park. The work is expected 

to take approximately 6 weeks and requires the tower to be drained of water. While 

the work is going-on, all outdoor watering in the City will be banned. We expect this to 

be in effect from the beginning of April until approximately mid-May. This temporary 

ban is necessary because the City will not have the ability to store water; we will only 

have the ability to put into the system what we can get directly from the wells. To avoid 

excess strain on the wells during this time, water use must be limited to indoor usage 

only. Exact dates of the temporary ban will be announced via the e-mail update, 

Facebook page and website. 

 

Once the work is complete, the temporary ban will switch back to the odd/even water 

restrictions. 

Possible Changes to Trash Collection 

The City’s contract with Waste Management will expire at the 

end of June 2019. The City is currently evaluating a contract 

renewal proposal from Waste Management. It is very likely that 

moving forward, the City will be providing trash and recycle 

service through the use of 96 or 64 gallon toters. The waste 

collection industry is having an increasingly difficult time 

recruiting drivers to hand pick up trash. The major haulers are 

switching to a toter based system so that the routes can be 

serviced with one driver who does not have to exit the vehicle. 

Residents are likely to be provided with one 96 gallon toter for 

trash and one 64 gallon toter for recycle. The toters have wheels 

to help facilitate getting them to the curb. It is possible that 

residents will be able to request a 64 gallon toter for trash if that 

will better suit their needs. 

Page 5 Volume , Issue 

Call for Artists - Paint Dexter Plein Air Festival 

Artist registration for the 2019 Paint Dexter Plein Air Festival is now open. This year the festival will run from 

Monday, August 12th through Saturday, August 17th. To register, please visit the Paint Dexter website at http://

paintdexter.org/artist-registration/. We hope that you will join us for a fun week of painting! 

Call for Entries - Dexter Art Gardens Temporary Sculpture Display 

The “Dexter Art Gardens” is an annual outdoor artwork exhibition sponsored by the Dexter Arts, Culture & 

Heritage Committee and the City of Dexter. Three (3) temporary outdoor artworks will be juried and placed 

on temporary display along with the City’s permanent collection for one (1) year: June 2019 – May 2020. The 

selected pieces will be installed on concrete pads in highly trafficked locations throughout Dexter. For more 

information or to submit an application, please visit the City of Dexter’s Call for Entries platform, CaFE 

at: https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=6402. Submitting an application via the CaFE site 

is free. The deadline for submissions is March 27, 2019.  
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Controlled Burn 

At the recommendation of the City’s native landscaping contractor, the Parks and Recreation Commission 

and City Council have approved a controlled burn for the natural areas of Mill Creek Park. The burn is 

anticipated to be performed between mid-March and mid-April, but will be dependent on the weather. This 

burn will not impact landscaped beds or trees.  

A controlled burn was performed in the rain gardens along Jeffords St. in 2018, which resulted in re-greening 

within a few weeks and very positive results for the native species that were planted there.  

You may be wondering, “why burn?”  Fire effectively stimulates many native plant species to grow more 

vigorously by darkening the soil surface and thereby increasing the soil temperature, adding nutrients, and by 

discouraging invasive plants that are not adapted to fire’s heat. Today, many undesirable plants have 

invaded our native fire-adapted ecosystems, typically decreasing a site’s diversity of plants and the animals 

those plants support.  The aggressive spread of weeds such as reed canary grass is symptomatic of a 

disruption to a vital process in our natural landscape.  In many cases by bringing fire back into a site, we can 

begin to restore that site to its former splendor. 

Mill Creek Park Phase 2 

The City of Dexter is moving forward with the Mill Creek Park 

Phase 2 Project. This project will see the construction of a 

nearly one mile-long non-motorized trail running adjacent to 

Mill Creek, extending from Mill Creek Park downtown to just 

north of Creekside Intermediate School along Baker Rd. 

The City received over $600,000 in grants to support this 

project, including grants from the Washtenaw County 

Connecting Communities program and SEMCOG’s 

Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). 

 

The City is anticipating that construction  on this project will 

begin in the fall of 2019. 

The City of Dexter is recruiting up to two (2) Youth Board Representatives to: the Dexter City Council; Planning 

Commission; Parks and Recreation Commission; and Arts, Culture, and Heritage Committee. These positions 

are designed to be mutually beneficial to both the students and the Committees or Commissions on which 

they serve. The students shall gain a tremendous learning experience about the workings of local government 

and the policymaking process, while the Committees and Commissions benefit by having the perspectives of 

younger members of the community. Student representatives shall not have voting privileges, but may 

participate in all discussions. 

 

Eligible applicants must live in the Dexter Community School District (preference will be given to City residents), 

and be in grades 9 – 12 (preference will be given to students in grades 11 – 12). Students who attend private 

school, public school, or home school are welcome to apply. Applicants should demonstrate an interest in 

local government, a willingness to learn about complex issues, confidence in sharing their opinion and 

speaking in front of a large group, and a commitment to the Dexter community. Applicants should also desire 

to serve as a liaison between the City of Dexter and the high school population. 

For additional information on the program, please visit the City’s website at: https://dextermi.gov/news/

recruitment-youth-board-members. 

Student Representatives 
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Automated Bill Pay: The City can automatically deduct the balance due on your utility bill from your designated bank 

account, on the bill’s due date.  To sign up for this service, please fill out the form below and return it to the City Office.  

There is no charge for this service. 

E-Mailed Bills: The City encourages residents and businesses to sign up for emailed bills, which helps the environment and 

saves money. To do so, please email eaiken@dextermi.gov. 

Authorization for Automatic (ACH) Debits 

I (we) hereby authorize the City of Dexter, hereinafter called ORIGINATOR, to initiate debit Entries and, if necessary, 

credit Entries and adjustments for any debit Entries sent in error to my/our bank account indicated below, and the 

depository/bank named below, hereinafter called DEPOSITORY, to debit/credit the same to such account. 

Depository Name:             

City:      State:   Zip Code:     

Routing #:      Account #:       

Account Type (checking/Savings):           

This authority is to remain in full force and effect until the ORIGINATOR has received written notification from me (or 

either of us) of its termination in such time and in such manner as to afford ORIGINATOR and DEPOSITORY a reasonable 

opportunity to act upon it. 

Name(s):              

Signature:              

Signature:              

Address:              

City:      State:   Zip Code:     

Date:               



The City Offices are located at 8123 Main St, 2nd Floor, above the 

PNC Bank.  Hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

 

Elected Officials: 

Mayor 

Shawn Keough:  SKeough@DexterMI.gov (313) 363-1434 

Council Members 

Scott Bell:  SBell@DexterMI.gov (734) 646-5465 

Paul Cousins:  PCousins@DexterMI.gov (734) 548-3293 

Donna Fisher:  DFisher@DexterMI.gov (734) 649-5169 

Julie Knight:  JKnight@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-4961 

Zach Michels:  ZMichels@DexterMI.gov (734) 726-0616 

Jim Smith:  JDSmith@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8885  

 

Staff: 

City Manager:  CNicholls@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2229 

Asst. to the Manager/Clerk: JBreyer@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2234 

Treasurer/Finance/Assessor:  MSherry@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2231 

Community Development: MAniol@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2233 

Assistant Planner: MAuerbach@DexterMi.gov (734) 580-2235 

Utility Billing: EAiken@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2232 

Administrative Assistant: BTuscano@DexterMi.gov (734) 580-2230 

Public Works:  KAugustine@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8530 

Public Utilities: DSchlaff@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-4572 

 

      Utilities After Hour Emergencies:  (734) 368-5212 
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City of Dexter Town Hall 

Meeting on Facility 

Improvements 

 

Dexter Senior Center 

7720 Ann Arbor St. 

Dexter, MI 48130 

 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 

9:00 AM 


